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National Childcare Investment Programme (NCIP) Capital Funding 2012  

Six million euro capital funding for the National Childcare Investment Programme (NCIP) was 
announced by the Government in December 2011.  
 
The Capital Funding 2012 is available to both community and private childcare providers currently 

participating in one or more of the Department of Children and Youth Affairs (DCYA) funding 

programmes: 1) Community Childcare Subvention (CCS) programme; 2) Childcare Education and 

Training Support (CETS) programme and 3) Free Pre-School Year in Early Childhood Care and 

Education (ECCE) programme. The funding is available for small maintenance/renovation work or 

equipment and the maximum grant available is €50,000 (inclusive of VAT). 

Conditions of funding 

 The application for funding must include documentary evidence to support the application, 
e.g. HSE report. Pobal may also undertake an on-site visit to verify the rationale for the 
application.  Applicants are expected to co-operate with Pobal with site visits and/or any 
queries associated with the consideration of an application; 

 No retrospective funding for expenditure incurred on works/equipment prior to the date of 
approval of grant  will be considered;  

 Only one application is permitted per childcare facility.   In cases of service providers with 
multiple facilities, a maximum of four grant approvals will be permitted per applicant subject to 
EU competition directives; 

 When submitting the application you will be required to submit 3 current written quotes; 

 Where the value of the goods and/or works is €10,000 or more (inclusive of VAT), potential 
suppliers must provide the applicant with either a current general Tax Clearance Certificate or 
a valid C2 certificate, a copy of this certificate should be retained by the applicant. 

 No payment will be made under this programme unless a current Tax Clearance Certificate in 
the name of the grantee is submitted; 

 You will be required to report to Pobal the expenditure of the funding awarded, supported by a 
bank statement; 

 The funding must be fully spent and reported by end October 2012. In relation to this, please 
be mindful of planning permission timelines, should your capital work require planning 
permission; 

 Receipt of the maximum funding under this programme will require the service to remain in 
operation for 5 years (pro-rated for the amount of funding awarded). If the same childcare 
facility has already been funded under Equal Opportunities Childcare Programme (EOCP) or 
NCIP capital funding and is still within the contractual period for that funding, the service will 
be required to remain in operation for the duration of that previous contract or the duration of 
the new (NCIP capital 2012) contract, whichever is the longer period; 

 Grantees must record all monies received and spent under the grant, and all accounts and 
associated documents should be retained by the beneficiary until 31

st
 December 2017. Pobal 

and the DCYA (officers and agents) shall, at all reasonable times, have access to all activities 
and records of the grantee as they relate to this grant and in this regard grantees may be 
subject to an on-site  verification visit by Pobal; 

 In cases of non-compliance, with any of the terms of this funding programme, the commitment 
to funding will be withdrawn and recovery of funding paid may result.  

 

In addition, in appraising applications, particular consideration will be given to: 

 Applications that are accompanied by a HSE pre-school inspection report, in terms of 
adherence to the Pre-School Regulations, supporting the need for the proposed works; 

 Applications that best demonstrate the need for the proposed works, e.g. in terms of quality 
improvement to the childcare service; 

 Services previously funded under Department of Children & Youth Affairs (DCYA) capital 
programmes (Equal Opportunities Childcare Programme 2000-2006  and National Childcare 
Investment Programme 2006-2010); 
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 Facilities located in / servicing areas of disadvantage (based on the Pobal-Haas Deprivation 
Index -see Maps.Pobal.ie); 

 Services’ previous substantial adherence to contractual obligations under DCYA funded 
programmes (including capital programmes and current programmes:  Free Pre-school Year 
in Early Childhood Care & Education (ECCE); Community Childcare Subvention (CCS); 
Childcare Employment & Training Supports (CETS); 

 The reasonableness or otherwise of the proposed expenditure in terms of value for money, 
e.g. the percentage of the total project cost budgeted for professional fees; 

 Input from the City/County Childcare Committee (CCC) in terms of its view on local need.  
 

The above considerations will inform the appraisal of applications. In the event that the programme is 

oversubscribed, these considerations will be used to prioritise applications. 

 

It is expected that the programme will open for applications for two weeks towards the end of 

February 2012.  The applications for funding will be made on-line only from Pobal’s website during 

those two designated weeks. The weeks will be confirmed nearer to the date. 

In the meantime, if you feel you may wish to make an application for funding, please be prepared and 

have all the documentation that you will need to include with your application to hand.  Please check 

this notice regularly for updates and also keep in touch with your local County/City Childcare 

Committee to help with this process and keep you informed of developments. 

 

 


